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Figure 1: Aphekom Figure 1: Aphekom organisationalorganisational chartchart

Figure 2: Aphekom partner citiesFigure 2: Aphekom partner cities

The health impact of current levels of air The health impact of current levels of air 
pollution is well established through pollution is well established through 
epidemiological studies from all over the epidemiological studies from all over the 
world and supported by mechanistic studies world and supported by mechanistic studies 
conducted in laboratories. conducted in laboratories. 

ShortShort--term effects have been consistently term effects have been consistently 
shown in timeshown in time--series and panel studies. series and panel studies. 
LongLong--term effects, studied mostly in cohort term effects, studied mostly in cohort 
studies and underpinned by crossstudies and underpinned by cross--sectional sectional 
studies, are stronger, although in Europe, studies, are stronger, although in Europe, 
robust studies are rare.robust studies are rare.

Reliable, easyReliable, easy--toto--understand information for understand information for 
decision makers, health professionals, and decision makers, health professionals, and 
the general public is vital to encourage the general public is vital to encourage 
sound policy, albeit not easy to achieve. sound policy, albeit not easy to achieve. 
Communication should neither evoke Communication should neither evoke 
unreasonable fears, nor neglect real risks, unreasonable fears, nor neglect real risks, 
thus uncertainties on all levels should thus uncertainties on all levels should 
clearly be explained.clearly be explained.

Building on the experiences gained in the Building on the experiences gained in the 
former former ApheisApheis project (project (www.apheis.netwww.apheis.net), ), 
Aphekom adds novel approaches for more Aphekom adds novel approaches for more 
specific health impact assessments (specific health impact assessments (HIAsHIAs) ) 
of trafficof traffic--related exposures including related exposures including 
chronic and acute diseases.chronic and acute diseases.

Aphekom will also evaluate strategies Aphekom will also evaluate strategies 
designed to reduce air pollution in Europe, designed to reduce air pollution in Europe, 
evaluate the evaluate the HIAsHIAs related monetary costs, related monetary costs, 
and promote dialog between stakeholders and promote dialog between stakeholders 
on the new knowledge and on the on the new knowledge and on the 
uncertainties in the HIA process (Figure 1). uncertainties in the HIA process (Figure 1). 

During the projectDuring the project’’s 2.5 years until s 2.5 years until 
November 2010, more than 60 scientists in November 2010, more than 60 scientists in 
25 European cities participate in the 25 European cities participate in the 
Aphekom project (Figure 2) funded by the Aphekom project (Figure 2) funded by the 
European Commission (Public Health European Commission (Public Health 
Program EC Grant Agreement No.2007105). Program EC Grant Agreement No.2007105). 
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